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PRESS RELEASE

EXTENSION TO CEMETERY CAR PARK OPENING TIMES

At last night's Council meeting Members decided to reconsider the matter following the expression of concerns and general misunderstanding regarding the fact that opening times had been extended for pedestrians to 24hours.
The Town Councillors debated the issues again such as disabled access to the graves, vandalism and security.  They also addressed concerns raised with them regarding drivers wanting to park their vehicles at Christmas and other special times who wanted to make use of the car park.  

The Town Clerk Veronica Calderbank advised Members that there was clearly a need to afford access to the public late at night as people were still visiting graves at that time.  She did however ask Members to be mindful that the staff had to back at work at 8 am the following day and stated that cost was only a minor consideration in terms of overtime payments when the matter had last been considered.  
One Member suggested that an electronic gate might be used to close the car park at a set time but there were fears that this could be vandalised and more importantly could lock cars in and the visitors would be unable to drive home 
After an hour long consideration addressing public concerns they decided to leave pedestrian access to the Cemetery at 24 hours per day open all hours and to vary the times the car park would be open as follows:-
Standard (working) Weekdays Open at 9am and close at 4pm 

Week-ends and Bank Holidays Open at 9am and Close at 4pm in the Winter (October – March) and in the Summer (April - September) Open at 9am and Close at 10pm. 
It is hoped that this will address the needs of those who had raised their concerns.
